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intend to establish any superiority or jurisdiction of any 
•ne- Apostle over the rest ? bat a perfect equality between 
them, and that the only superiority among them should 
be founded on superior humility. If anything were 
wanting either to establish such equality or to negative 
the idea that St. Peter was to be the greater, it is to be 
found, we think, in what immediately succeeds (v. 28., 
*o.)— "You are they who have continusd with Me in my 
temptations. And I dispose to yon, as my Father hath) 
disposed to Me, a kingdom ; thatyou may eat and drink at 
my table, in my kingdom, and may sit upon thrones 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel." That is, that each 
•f the twelve Apostles should have a throne in his king- 
iom-^not that St. Peter alone should have the rule — and 
immediately adds the voice of warning to St. Peter : 
"And the Lord said, ' Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath 
desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat , but 
I have prayed for thee that thy faith fail not ; and thou, 
being once converted, confirm thy brethren.' Who said 
t» Him, ' Lord, lam ready to go with thee both into prison 
and to death.' And He said, ' I say to thee, Peter, the cock 
•hall not crow this day till thou thrice deniest that thoa 
knowest me.' " Does this look like a grant of supremacy 
to St. Peter? 

In like manner, when, on another occasion, the mother 
of the sons of Zebedee, who were both Apostles of 
special worth and consideration, St. James and St. John, 
requested of our Lord that they should have the pre- 
eminence, St. Matthew tells us (Douay Bible, ch. xx., 
T. 24, itc.) : " And the ten hearing it were moved with 
indignation against the two brethren. But Jesus called 
them to Him, and said, ' You know that the princes of the 
Gentiles lord it over them ; and they that are the greater 
exercise power upon them. It shall not be so among 
you ; but whosoever will be the greater among you let him 
be your minister, and he that shall be first among you 
shall be your servant.' " 

If our Lord had really intended to grant a superior or 
supreme power to St. Peter, was not this a fitting oppor- 
tunity to announce it, especially as not doing so by almost 
necessary implication proved that He did not intend it? 
And can any one doubt that if Petei had, on this occa- 
sion, made a similar demand, be would have received a 
similar rebuke ? 

St. Matthew records, a little further on (ch. xxiii., v. 
8—12), that our Lord cautioned his disciples not to follow 
the example of the Scribes and the Pharisees, who love the 
first chairs in the synagogues, and to becalled by men liabbi. 
" But be not you called Babbi ; for one is your master, 
and all you are brethren. And call none your father upon 
earth, for one is your Father, who is in heaven. Neither 
be ye called masters ; for one is your master, Christ. He 
that is the greatest among you shall be your servant. 
And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be humbled, and 
he that shall humble himself shall be exalted.'' 

How more pointedly could our Blessed Lord have de- 
clared the nature of his constitution, and the relation of 
kis followers one towards another, so as to negative any 
such pre-eminence as that now claimed by tiie Bishops 
of Kome as the pretended successors of St. Peter — a 
power which exceeds anything that was ever claimed or 
usurped by the most absolute monarch upon earth, sub- 
jecting the very minds and consciences of men to his 
dictates, laws, and censures. 

We might extend Buch observations as the foregoing 
much further, and may, perhaps, think it right to do so 
on some future occasion, but, for the present, we think 
what we have said is sufficient to enable our readers to 
estimate the real value of the arguments from certain 
passages in Scripture relied ou by the advocates of the 
supramacy, which we shall probably proceed to the con- 
sideration of in our next number. 

In the meantime, we would again recommend such of 
♦ur readers as may desire to go further into the subject 
of the true position of St. Peter among the Apostles, to 
consult Barrow's Treatise on the Supremacy, to whioh 
we have already referred them. 



THE TBIAL AND MARTYRDOM OF CARNESECCHI. 



; * Murder wilt out, they say." 



Another deed of darkness has come to light, after three 
hundred years concealment. 

The proceedings of the Inquisition at Rome have hitherto 
been wrapt in profound obscurity, and the gentleness and 
charity of Papal Rome has been magnified by those who 
thought to conceal her deeds : — " It is a remarkable thing 
that the Roman Inquisition has never been known to pro- 
aounce the execution of capital punishment, although 
the Apostolic See has been occupied during that time by 
Popes of extreme rigour and severity in all that rebates to 
the civil administration. We 6nd in all parts of Europe 
scaffolds prepared to punish crimes against religion ; scenes 
which saddened the soul were everywhere witnessed. Rome 
is an exception to the rule — Rome, which it has been at- 
tempted to represent as a monster of intolerance and 
•ruelty. It is true that the Popes have not preached, like 
the Protestants, nniversal toleration ; but the facts show 
the difference between the Popes and the Protestants. The 
PopelSj armed With a tribunal of intolerance, hare not 
spilba drop of blood. Protestants and philosophers have 
shed torrents." Such is the statement of the Abbe Bal- 



mez,* and it is adopted and relied on by Cardinal Wise-t 
man, in the Dublin Beview. b 

Such a defence might serve its purpose, while the prcK 
ceedings of the Roman Inquisition could be concealed J but 
now truth and murder at length comes oat. . 

The original records of the Inquisition at Rome, or a 
great part of them, showing what was done in a number 
of cases in that dark tribunal, are now lodged in the librarjt 
of Trinity College, Dublin. 

Strange as this may seem, it is easily accounted fori 
Our readers may remember that in the Bevolution of 1848| 
the dungeons of the Inquisition at Rome were ransacked 
by the Roman people, and long tresses of female hair dug 
up out of the lime in which the owners had been buried. . 
In like manner, in the wars of Napoleon I., the Inquisi* 
tion at Rome had been plundered, and some officers of the 
French army got possession of the records, which were 
sold and brought to England, and which have lately beea 
placed in the College library by the liberality of the vice* 
provost. Dr. Wall. 

The Rev. Richard Gibbings, by whose care these records 
were recovered, and whose great learning is well known, 
has lately published from the original records a copy and 
translation of the trial and condemnation for heresy in the 
year 1567 of Fietro Carnesecchi, who had held the high 
office of secretary to Pope Clement VII., and Apostolic 
protonotary. 

Pietro Carnesecchi was a man of high rank and family ; 
his learning and integrity procured him universal respect; 
he was the friend of Cardinal Pole, Cardinal Gadolet, 
Cardinal Bembo, and of Pope Clement VII. 

As Apostolic protonotary he was engaged in the chief 
administration of the Court of Rome, the abuses of which 
he endeavoured to restrain ; but after the death of Cle- 
ment VII. he retired in disgust from an office so little con- 
genial to such a man. 

It was well known that he was fully convinced that both 
the doctrines and the practices of the Church of Rome 
required to be reformed by the Word of God ; and hence 
he was.regarded with equal hatred and fear by those who 
resisted all reformation at that most critical period of the 
history of the Church of Rome, when she at length finally 
and formally adopted every popular error. 

Four times he was accused before four Popes. Paul 
III. acquitted him ; Paul IV. condemned him ; but by 
some means he escaped. Pius IV. again acquitted him ; 
but under Pius V., the sainted crusher of heretics, 
he was taken by treachery in the palace of Cosmo Medici, 
Grand Duke of Florence, upon a letter written by the 
Popes own hand, c condemned, and executed. 

We shall now proceed to give from the report the crimes 
and heresies of which Carnesecchi was accused. We cam- 
not find room for all, but we try and select the worst. 

" We, Bernardino de Trani, Scipione de Pisa, Fran"- 
ccsco Pachecco, and Giovanni Francesco di Garabara, by 
divine mercy, Cardinals Presbyters of the holy Roman 
Chnrch, .... and especially commissioned to act 
as Inquisitors General against heretical pravity in the en- 
tire Christian commonwealth by his holiness, our lord j 

Pius V., by Divine Providence Pope." j 

" Because that you, Pietro Carnesecchi, a clergyman of 
Florence, formerly Apostolic protonotary, having been 
brought up in this Court of Rome, and largely endowed 
with dignities, ecclesiastical preferments, and emoluments, 
not having any esteem for the unspeakable truth of the j 
holy Catholic faith, nor any reverence for the authority of ■ 
the holy and apostolic Church of Rome, and reflecting : 
not upon your rank, but wandering from the straight path 
of true salvation, have fallen into sundry heresies, in oppo- 
sition to the said holy faith, and have held and believed 
many and various heretical and unsound opinions ; — having, 
in the first place, from the year 1540, at Naples, been in- 
doctrinated by the late Juan Valdes,* a Spaniard, as well 
as by Mark Antonio Flaminio,* and Bernardino Uchino, 
of Sienna, and having had intercourse with them, and with 
Peter Martyr,' and with Galeazzo Carrachiolo, and with 
many other heretics, and persons suspectedof heresy, reading 
the book ' of the benefit of Christ,' and writings of the said 
Valdes." . . " . . Reading, in like manner, similar 
Lutheran and heretical books ; . . and in other places in 

Italy you read the Institutes of Calvin *' 

" . . And without any concern or fear, you gave lodg- 
ing, shelter, encouragement, and money to many apostates 
and heretics, who, on account of heresy, fled into the 



* Protestantism compared with Catholicity, p. 166. London, James 
Burns. 1819. 

b Dublin Review, June, 1850. p. 457. 

c This letter is given by Mr. Gibbings, p. xv. 

d This Juan Valdes wus a distinguished jurisconsult in Spain, anda 
zealous and powerful advocate for a reformation in tile doctrine and 
discipline of the Church of Itome. 

° This Flaminio was one of the most distinguished scholars of that 
day. He was nominated by Pops Paul HI. as secretary to the Coun- 
cil of Trent, but declined the office, " because, perhaps, even at that 
period he favoured those (ruformed) doctrines, in condemnation of 
which it would have been necessary for him to have then employed 
his pea"— (pallavtcino. Hist. c. T., lib. vl., c 1.) Roman Catholics 
nave endeavoured to deny the leaning of this great man to the cause 
of the Reformation; but we see now that ater Flaminio was'deafi. 
the Inquisition thought that agreement with hrtn was proof of heresy. 

1 Ptter Martyr waa a Florentine, and a monk of the order of St. 
Augustine. He was a man of great learning and ability, and much 
oistinguished In the Reformation. .When accused of heresy. Cardinal 
Pole-defended hhn with the Pope. He left Italy, and was active in 
promoting tne Reformation in other countries. He came to England, 
and was appointed Professor of Divinity at Oxford in the reign of 
Ldwurs VI ., from wuieh he waa afterwards expelled la the reign of 
Queeu Mary. 



countries of ultramontane heretics, and, according to your 
own admission, you recommended, by letter, to a princess 
of Italy, two heretical apostates {they mean Protestants) 
with as much affection as if they had been two apostles 

sent to preach the faith to the Turks » 

"After having left Italy you went into France. . ■. We 
find thatyou in like manner held intercourse with several 
heretics, and with other notable persons suspected of heresy ; 
and as well in LyonS,when you were going and returning, as 
at Paris and at its court, you read the ' Common Places' of 
Melancthon, and other suspected books, and you introduced 
from Italy a book by Valdes, tinctured with heresy, and 
presented it as a gift. . . . ." " . . . . You 
persevered in the perusal of books suspected and prohibited, 
and you received letters from sundry heretics of Geneva." 
" • . • . Reading and having in your possession the 
Institutes of Calvin, and other heretical books ; holding 
converse, eating and drinking with various heretics, and 
with other suspected persons, giving them assistance, coun- 
tenance, and advice. . . . You formerly deliberated 
upon eluding the just sentence of this holy tribunal, which 
you styled 'persecution for the cause of Christ;' . . . 
wishing, moreover, to come to an understanding with that 
most impious and most mischievous heresiarch, Calvin, 
and with other heretics, his associates, whom you are 
accustomed to call divines. . ." " . . Being of opinion 
that in Geneva they preached the Gospel more purely than 
our preachers here, and that they offered up more frequent 
and more fervent prayers than we, and that they applied them- 
selves with greater assiduity to the study of the holy Scrip- 
tures, and that they also more often attended to the admin- 
istration of the sacrament — that is, of the communion, 

than wo did " " You commended several 

heretics, fugitives in Geneva, and in the other counties of 
the Lutherans, approving of their resoluteness, that they 
might freely live according to their consciences." "In 
your letters yon called the holy Catholic doctrine a false 
and superstitious religion . . ." " . teach- 

ing that it was not a sin to keep possession of forbidden 
books ; but an indifferent act, according to one's con- 
science. . . ." " And you were much displeased at 
the punishment and castigation of heretics, exhibiting 
great solicitude respecting those who were at that time 
imprisoned by the holy office (the Inquisition), especially 
about your own accomplices and friends, whom, also, 
when writing to others, you styled ' our innocent brethren,' 
' pious friends,' and ' elect of God,' making Him, 
the Lord God, the protector of heretics and accused 
persons, and desiring so earnestly that they should be set 
at liberty, that with all your ability you would have effected 
this object in any manner and by any means, even by 
assisting them to fly, if this had been possible, and, conse- 
quently, with excessive bitterness and impiety yon blamed 
the Pope, and the lords, the cardinals, inquisitors, and the 
holy office, taking offence at their authority." "And, 
also, because that Henry, King of France, of illustrious 
memory, inflicted chastisement upon heretics, yoa ascribed 
some of his defeats, and even his death, which occurred 
afterwards, to the just vengeance of God." 

Such were the crimes charged against Carnesecchi. But 
that our readers may understand what is meant by " he- 
resy," so often charged on him, we will give the charges 
made against his doctrine. 

. . . " From the year 1540, and in succeeding years, 
you have held and believed the following propositions, which 
are, respectively, heretical, erroneous, rash, and scanda- 
lous : — 

" 1. Justification by faith alone, without the participa- 
tion of our works therein 

" 2. The certainty of grace and of salvation, according 
to the same Luther. - 

" 3. That onr works were not essential to salvation, which 
is to be obtained through faith ; but that the justified man 
would inevitably perform them, whensover he shall have 
time and opportunity. 

" i. And, consequently, that the said good works conld 
not merit everlasting life, but should, indeed, be rewarded 
with a higher degree of glory after the general resur- 
rection. 

" 5. Yon have held, concerning fasts, that it was not a 
mortal sin not to observe them, unless this omission should 
arise from contempt ; but that they were useful for mor- 
tification only. 

" 6. That we have, by nature, a free will to do evil ; and, 
before grace, only to commit sin. 

" 7. That it is not possible to keep the commandments in 
the decalogue, and, especially, the first two and the .last, 
1 Thou shalt not covet,' without the most effectual influ- 
ence of the grace of God, and without a great abundance 
ol faith and of the spirit, which is found but in few; and 
the case is not so with every ordinary Christian, but with the 
perfect — such as the holy martyrs and doctors of theChiuch 
nave been. 

" 8. That we ought not to believe anything else than the 
word of God expressed in Holy Scripture. 

" 9. That not all general councils axe assembled in the 

Holy Ghost ; and, therefore, that we should not have 

faith in the decisions of them all ; exercising a critical 

judgment as to which may be those assembled in the Holy 

Ghost; and questioning whether the power to convoke 

I them belonged to the Emperor, to the Pope, or to others. 

! " 10. You have been undecided respecting the number of 

i the sacraments ; having heard that Calvin held two, 
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namely, baptism and the Sapper (as yon are wont some- 
times to call the most holy Eucharist) ; and that Luther 
added to them orders, which you term "the imposition of 
hands." 

"11. Ton have in like manner doubted as to whether the 
sacrament of confirmation was instituted by Christ or by 
the Church ; holding that it was the ratification of the 
promises made in baptism. 

"12. That sacramental confession was not established by 
divine command, nor appointed by Christ; and that it 
cannot be proved by Scripture ; and that none was indis- 
pensable bat that which is made to God ; and, therefore, 
that it was left at the option of a Christian to go or not to 
go to confess, ahhongh it might be beneficial and consola- 
tory to the penitent as to the comfort which he might de- 
rive from absolution, and as to the advice and the reme- 
dies which ho might receive. And such was your opinion 
up to the time when yoa acknowledged your delinquency 
before this tribunal. 

" IS. You have held that the satisfaction which consists 
of penitential works, imposed by priests upon those who 
are contrite, was not necessary, upon the presumption 
that it took the place of the merit of Christ, as sufficient 
to atone for the sins of the whole world ; bat that such 
works were good for the purposes of mortifying the flesh 
and making alive the spirit. 

"14. That indulgences were not founded upon Holy 
Scripture, but were invented by the Popes ; and were not 
available except for the living, as to the penances imposed 
on them by the Pope or other priests. 

" 15. Yoa have maintained the uncertainty of purgatory ; 
concerning which you have entertained strong doubts, or 
rather have actually held that it has no real existence 
after the present life ; bat that the blood of Christ was 
the purgatory for our sins ; not having continued convinced 
by the places of Holy Scripture which are cited in support 
of this truth, up to the period of your aforesaid confession. 
" 16. You have considered apocryphal the book of the 
Maccabees, in which mention is made of prayers for the 
dead. 

" 17. That in the most holy sacrament of the Eucharist 
the substance of bread remained, while there was also in it 
the presence of the body of Christ, without transubstan- 
tiation having taken place ; according to the opinion of 
Luther, to which you adhered since the year 1 543, although 
sometimes you were pleased with and favourable to the 
heresy of Calvin ; to which, also, yon gave attention, and 
discussing which, with others, you have reasoned as well 
as written. 

" 18. You have held and believed that it was better that 
the laity shonld communicate in both kinds than in one. 

" 19. That the most holy sacrifice of the mass was not 
truly propitiatory, except so far as it creates in us the 
remembrance of the passion of Christ, and, consequently, 
that faith by which the forgiveness of sins is obtained. 

"20. That the Pope possessed supremacy over other 
bishops, not by authority, but simply by pre-eminence ; 
and this you have for some time believed. 

" 21. And thus, that the Pope was only Bishop of Rome, 
and that he had no ascendancy over other Churches be- 
yond what might be conceded by the world, from respect 
to the See of Peter ; as also on account of the dignity and 
greatness of Borne ; and because that that city had been 
ennobled by the blood of so many thousands of martyrs. 

" 22. That the Roman Pontiffs had unjustly claimed for 
themselves, in sundry matters, more authority than they 
had received from God ; and especially in regard to indul- 
gences, and predominance over other Churches. 

" 23. And you have for a certain period suspected that 
the succession of the Roman Pontiffs terminated with the 
apostleship of St. Peter. 

" 21. You have blamed several orders and rules of monks 
and.friars, as those of St. Benedict and others, for leading 
an idle and useless life, and for being persons who had, as 
it were, been 'born to consume the fruits of the earth;' 
and you found fault with some communities of mendicants 
also, and with their bags, saying such things as that * they 
took the bread out of the hand of the poor ;' and that 
' they would do better to work with their own hands, and 
live by the sweat of their brow.' 

"25. And although you have approved of the- zeal of 
those monks who labour hard in the vineyard of the Lord, 
preaching, and watching over the salvation of their neigh- 
bours, you have, nevertheless, held that their zeal was not 
according to knowledge ; as it appears to yon that works 
were pat forward too prominently in their preaching. 

"26. With respect to celibacy, you have conceived that 
it would be better to restore wives to the priests than to 
have deprived them of them. 

** 27. That to the vow of single life members of the re- 
ligious orders could not, and should not, bind themselves ; 
and that it would be inexpedient for them to do so, chastity 
and continence being the gifts of God f and on this ac- 
count that they cannot be promised except by those who, 
by long experience, have been enabled, to ascertain that 
they have received such a faculty from Him.; and for this 
reason you advised and encouraged a Benedictine monk, 
equally heretical, and your accomplice;' who was disposed 
to desert his order, to leave it. 

"28. And you, have had the same opinion relative to 
nuns and virgins who devote themselvea,tSJGod r and such 
has also been your judgment with jregart*,tct the mere vow 
of .permanent jcominence. 



" 29. You have doubted whether pilgrimages and visits to 
churches, undertaken spontaneously, or in consequence of 
vows, are suitable for all kinds of persons ; nay, rather, 
yoa have said that these, vows respecting pilgrimage are 
worthless to every one without exception. 

" 30. That all sorts of food, without any choice, may be 
eaten, according to the conscience of him who partakes of 
them ; and you have acted upon this supposition. 

"31. And that it would not be a mortal sin to disregard 
the days and seasons of restraint by making use of for- 
bidden kinds of food ; but that it would be a greater or 
less offence in proportion to the scandal thereby occa- 
sioned ; and according to the; accusing or excusing of one's 
own conscience. 

"32. That it is not a sin to keep or to read heretical or 
prohibited books, but a matter of indifference, and one to 
be decided by the conscience of him who possesses them, 
notwithstanding the interdict of the holy Church. 

" 33. From the year 1543 until 1545, and from 1557 to 
1559, yon have held that Christ being the only Mediator 
between God and men, it was unnecessary to pray to the 
saints ; and for some time you have not done so. 

" 34. And lastly, you have believed all the errors and he- 
resies comprised in the said book ' of the benefit of Christ,' 
as well as the false doctrine and principles taught by the 
said Juan Valdes, your master." 

Such are the doctrines for which Carnesecchi was con- 
demned. We have thought it right to print this part of 
the proceeding at full length, as it is a document which we 
may often have to refer to. 

The following extract may show the nature of a trial 
before the Inquisition at Rome : — 

"And, explaining those statements which related to jus- 
tification, you said, that you could not clearly discern 
what distinction there was between the sentiments of Valdes 
and the decision of that council (Trent) ; and that you 
were not yet determined whether you should disapprove of 
his doctrine on that subject or not ; and that sometime*, 
when reading a heretical book, you might possibly have 
assented to what you had read ; and in such and so great 
variableness and instability you have persisted, even during 
the time of your rigorous examination." 

The original Italian here is " essamine rigoroso." This 
does not mean exactly what would be understood by " a 
rigorous examination" in this free and fortunate country. 
It means, we believe, "examination by torture;" and 
it is well known to what perfection the Inquisition had 
brought torture as a means of extracting a confession. 
That was their notion of a " trial." 

We proceed now to the sentence passed on Carnesecchi 
by the Inquisition at Rome. 

"We, having fully examined and deliberated on the 
testimony you have given, &c. . . . Having invoked the 
most holy name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of the 
glorious Virgin Mary, from the countenance of whom, 
come forth right judgments, and the eyes of judges behold 
the truth, in this cause, &c. . . . By this conclusive 
sentence, which we issue in this writ, pronounce, adjudge, 
determine, and declare, that you, Pietro Carnesecchi, from 
154A and the year following, have been a heretic, and a 
believer in heretics, and an abettor and entertainer of them 
respectively ; and that you have consequently incurred the 
sentences, censures, and penalties, legal and ecclesiastical, 
imposed on such-like offenders by the sacred canons, laws, 
«nd orders, general as well as special." 

Then follows the sentence of deprivation and confisca-, 
tion :— 

" And we condemn yon to the forfeiture of all your pro- 
perty personal and real, and of all consequent rights and 
claims, agreeably to the appointment of the sacred canons," , 

Then ibllows the sentence of degradation • from holy 
orders ; and, lastly, it concludes : — 

'• We surrender and deliver you up to the secular court — 
that is, to your lordship,"' the Governor of Rome, that 
you may take him under your j unsdiction, and that he may 
be subject to your decision, so as to be punished with due 
chastisement: beseeching you, however, as we do earnestly 
beseech you, so to mitigate, the severity of your sentence 
with respect to his body, that there may be no danger of 
death or of shedding ofilood." 

Here follow the signatures of the four cardinals duly au- 
thorized by the Pope to act as " inquisitors of heretical 
pravity in the entire Christian commonwealth." 

Innocent Roman Catholics here may think that the 
Roman Inquisitor took special care to save the life of this 
distinguished.man; they little know that when that horrible 
entreaty, was made by Inquisitors of the Church of Rome 
fur a prisoner, that prisoner was a dead man— dead, by 
the most terrible of deaths ! 

The " Governor of Rome" knew better what it meant ; 
and, on that sentence, he burned Carnesecchi alive! 

For this we have the evidence of. the ' ' Life of. Pius V.," 
written, only nineteen years after Carnesecchi's death, 
by Catena, who was secretary to that very Cardinal 
Allessandrino who wrote the letter containing Pope Pius's 
thanks for the treacherous capture of Carnesecchi ; and 
here is the testimony of Catena — ".Carnesecchi had sen- 
tence passed on him by Pius; and he was committed to the 
flames by the secular court." h 

' • This put at tbeteateaee to Mdremd to the governor of Borne, 
the former part bdug-Mldreoied to CmrataeechL 
I ,» U Caincseccbi tu usumitato 4a Pto, H dlta «l fuocw d*Ua 
I carte icccolare—p. lit. Id Rome," 1587. 



We may have more to say of this sentence and mar- 
tyrdom yet ; in the meantime, we leave it to the considera- 
tion of our readers, in connection with that passage of 
Scripture, Apocalypse or Revelation, chapter xviL, verges 
1-6, and verse 18. 



THE DUMB VILLAGE. 

CHAPTER IV. 

The Scripture- reader's conjecture about Tom Connell 
was in due time verified. This clear-headed fellow, had 
constantly been an eager listener to the discussions geing 
ons in the village, and had taken a great fancy to 
Williams. The history of his change of mind is instruc- 
tive, and, up to a certain point, by no means as singular 
as i people might suppose it to be. For it is more than 
likely many Roman Catholics feel just the difficulties 
which he felt, and in the same order too,- only they do 
not deal with them as honestly as he did. 

Tom at first listened to these discussions with no ether 
feeling than that of high amusement. Believing folly — 
because he had always heard so— that the infallibility of 
his Church was a matter as clear as the daylight, and 
utterly beyond the possibility of being shaken, it struck 
him as a brave thing that here was just the point whereon 
his young friend Williams fastened incessantly. This 
highly amused Tom. "Tbepluckof the thing,". he used 
tO!say, took his fancy wonderfully ; juBt as it would have 
amused him to see a hen fly in a great mastiff's face when 
he approached her brood. The Church was as strong as 
a mountain in her claim to infallibility. So he »lway6 
heard, and so he devoutly believed. And, accordingly, 
he thought "Protestant argument" could as little shake 
it as the wind move the hills. Highly amused, then, at 
first by the boldness of the attempt (for being a brave 
hearted fellow he had a sort of fellow feeling with what 
seemed to him very like the gallantry of a forlorn hope), 
he soon felt alittle perplexed to understand how it was, that 
Williams not only never shrunk from this apparently 
impregnable part of the Romish faith, but always wel- 
comed it with manifest alacrity when proposed to him as 
the subject of discussion, — "What on earth can he 
be at ?'' Tom frequently said, and more frequently 
thought. " He is a fine game fellow, no doubt. But 
where's the use of his trying it. He can't be in earnest, 
except he is a fool, and he doesn't look like that." 

No indeed, Tom, Williams wasn't a bit of a fool. No 
one felt that better than yourself. He knew right well 
what he was about, and the way to do it too. There is 
nothing which looks like folly in his earnest, determined 
manner ; in his steady, undisturbed patience ; in the sup- 
pressed fire of his intelligent eye ; in the strong energy 
of his language. These are indications of a man con- 
scious of the truth of his cause, and fully persuaded, too, 
that, at the last, truth will prevail. Williams wasnt a 
fool. And rarely did Tom feel that more than when- he 
muttered many a time to himself, at the conclusion of 
some friendly discussion, more struck than he liked to 
acknowledge with the strength of Williams' attack-npon 
this presumed invulnerable point, " Its no use for him ta 
try, it can't be done.'' 

Can't it, Tom ? It is doing already ; doing weH and 
fast, too, though you don't know it yet. Tom, you were 
first merely amused at the hardihood of your young 
friend. Then you became perplexed to find what a good 
thing he was making of it. Now, If the truth be told, 
you are beginning to get angry with the clever school- 
master, the pet village champion, that he looks like a 
man who had got " quite enough of it," and would be glad 
to seize any opportunity of ending the matter. You can- 
not get him, so you say yourself, "to stand to it 'like 
a man. - ' Formerly he was glib enough. You see him 
now. with half the village at his back, shifting and 
shuffling, ducking and dodging; doubling like a. hare; 
never keeping to the point, but always trying to get 
round Williams, who never lets him. You cant-'help 
feeling that the one always keeps to his subject; "while 
the other always avoids it. Which of the twain; Tom, 
looks like the man who felt he had the better side,' and 
acts >s if he knew truth needs no tricks? 

This was exactly the state of things with Tdm Con- 
nell. At first highly amused at the bare idea of attack- 
ing the authority of the Church at all, he was prettylike 
honest John Bull, opening his 1 irge eyes with surprise, 
and his larger heart with admiration, tu see a thoroughly 
spirited little fellow set to in a ponielling match with a 
man big. enough to swallow him at a moui hful. Who, 
nevertheless, contrives, while the great giant is swing- 
ing his arms about like the sails of a windmill, to slip in 
such tremendous blows as soon to let honest John seethe 
" big un' has caught a tartar." So. from amusement Tom 
passed to admiration and no small surprise;' then to un- 
mixed indignation, that the Romish champions, instead 
ofi annihilating their opponent, seemed, day by day,far 
mere disposed to avoid than to encounter attacks pressed 
upon them with incre.ising vigour. At last Tom passed 
from indignation to uneasiness. For it now and the* 
flashed upon him that the champions of his side were 
really doing their best. He likewise perceived, that to 
certain questions asked them they now never gave any 
answer at all ; and, moreover, that these questions were 
just on the subjects which ought to admit of the readiest 
' answer. 
| For instance, one day there had been a discus- 



